Sperm storage within the oviduct of turtles.
Tubules containing sperm were identified by light microscopy in the oviducts from 11 species of turtles representing six different families. Sperm storage tubules were found in a small region of the posterior portion of the egg albumin-secreting section of the oviduct located between the infundibulum and the uterus. This location of storage tubules, midway between the ovary and vagina, is unique among vertebrates. Ducts, restricted to the posterior albumin region, connect the tubules to the oviduct lumen, allow entrance of sperm to the tubules. Sperm were identified in tubules of female turtles isolated from males for as long as 423 days.